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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. ,J. R. W1nters, Cha1man of the Wage Polioy Committee of the 
state, County and !4unio1pal Workers of America, LOcal tI~60, advised 
that the Committee is still desirous of holding a meeting with the 
City Counoil tor dhcussion of various mattera. 

Counoilman G1lbert moved that Clerk Bartlett be author1zed to 
arrange a meeting at the earliest possible date this week and notify 
the commit"ee EUld the Council of the date and time of meeting. Coun
oilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried unan1mousl~. 

Councilman Hitchcook moved all b111s properly aud1ted be pa1d. 
Counoilman Gilbert seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hi tchcook, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCImEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: Cucci. 

At 9:00 PJH., upon motion of Councilman Hitohcock, seoonded 
by Councilman Gilben, the meeting adjourned to April 2, 1946, 
7 :45 P.M. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

a?~ 

Torrance, California 
April 2, U46 

The City COuncil of the C1ty of TOrranoe oonvened in an Ad
journed Regular lIeeting in the Council Chamber, C1ty Hall, TorraJlce, 
Califo·rnia, on TuesdaY', April 2, 1946 at 7:45 P.ll • 

. !layor TOlson oalled the meeUng to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, thGse answering present being 
Councilmu: Gilbert, Hi tohoock, Ponll and TOlsGn. Absent: Coun
oilmen: CUCci. 

Being an adjourned meeting, the regular order of business was 
dispensed with. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read 1n rull -Certifioate Of City 
Clerk on Genuineness and SUfficiency of Signatures· to Pet! tiona 
in the ,matter of Mun1cipal water District No.2 (North TOrranoe), 
t4e Certificate contain1ng 1nformation that said pet1tions are 
signed by more than l~ of the qualified electors residing 1n the 
terri tory described in the pet! tiona, which is thereby proposed 
to be formed into a water district, and t.hat the signatures to the 
petitions are genuine, in all respecte properly and suffioiently 
signed, and tha~ the number of qualiriod signers or said petitions 
is forty-three. . , 

Following reading of the oertificate of the City Clerk, Coun
cilman Hitchcock moved that the City Clerk be instructed to prepare 
an QTdinanoe of intention, being an ordinance of the City Counoil 
of the City of Torrance, California, declaring the intention of said 
City Council of said City of Torrance to call an eleotion under the 
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Munioipal water Distriot Act of 19~5. Councilman Powell seconded 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson •. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSl!:NT: COUNCIlMEN: cucci. 

A communi~ation, bearing 12 signatures, was read, calling 
attention to the poor drainage and street conditions existing on 
Bailey and Hickman Drives in North 'l'orrance, and suggesting that 
the streets be properly graded and repaired as a remedy. 

. Councilman Hitchcock moved that this matter be rererred to the 
City Engineer for report to the City Council at the next meeting. 
Oouncilman Powell .econded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A camaunicstion wes read from C. O. Patterson, requesting re
movel of a pepper tree. from 1714 watson street (c.orner of .atsoB 
and Manuel streets) in order that his new residence, wh.1ch is under 
construction on this property, may be completed in accordance with 
present plans. He stated that, due to the unusuaL Qape of the 
property, hI' had expended a considerable sum of money to have a 
house design" wh1ch will be a credit to the oommunity. m;,waver, 
he continued, upon su1mitting his request to the office of the 
C1ty Engineer that the tree, whioh appears to be diseased and 
stunted, be ranoved in order that he mB7 construct his driveway 
aooording to plans, he had been informed thet the tree cannot be 
removed, and that he must oonstruet a curved driveway to enter his 
garage fran manuel street. This would result, he claimed, in great 
inconvenience in the use of the driveway, and would also ruin the 
architectural design of the surroundings. 

O'ouncllman Gilbert suggested referring this matter to the 
City Engineer, adding that a number of matters have been brought 
to the City Counoil recently with the ola~ that the City Engineer's 
office had advised certain things, when, as a matter of fact, in 
many instances, Mr. Jain, the Oity Eng1neer, has heard nothing of 
the matter whatsoever. He said he felt the matter should be d1s
cussed with Mr. Jain, and that, in this part1cular case, where the 
tree interteres wi~h proposed construction, Mr. Jain would no doubt 
render a ravorab~e deCision. 

Counoilman Powell commented that, rather than delay the matter 
further, the Council act at this time, and added that the invest
ment made by Mr. Patterson in this property warrants cooperation 
of the City in authorizing removal of a tree which interferes with 
architectural plans. 

COuncilman Powell moved that the request of Mr. Patterson that 
the pepper tree at 1714 watson street be removed, on the grounds 
that it interfere a with architectural plans ())f his new residence 
under construction on this property, be granted, and that the City 
Engineer be advised of the action of the Oouncil in this matter. Coun
cilman H1tchcook seconded the motion, which was carr1ed unanimously. 

Councilman Gilbert commented that he had not meant to object 
to removal of the tree, but had wanted it made clear in defense of 
Mr. Jain, that Mr. Jain, City Engineer, sometimes has no knowledge 
of various matters which are brought to the City Council with the 
information that the City Engineer said this or that could or could 
not be done. 

COuncilman Hitohcock moved that the Park Department be authorized 
to remove a tree from 1551 Post Avenue, and a tree from the corner 
of 2l8th Street and Arlington A.venue (the Whitney residence). Coun
cilman Gilbert seconded the motion, wh10h was oarried 'unan1mously. 

A. communication was read from the Real Estate :firm of Bedl1ch 
and COvington, Signed by F. A. COVington, advising that the firm has 
reoently purohased the ~6i acre trB:ct of land at the corner of 
Hawthorne Avenue and l82nd street in North Torrance, known as Tract 
No. 10216, and inquiring whether or not the City of ~orrance will 
surface the streets without assessment or expense to the Traot or 
property owners. It was stated that they understand this has been 
the practioe of the City in the past in the case of existing subdi
viSions, advising that this traot is already subdivided into one
half acre parcels and fifty foot lots, and that they are having curbs, 
gutters and water mains installed. 



Councilman Hitchoock moved that this oommunioation 'be referred 
to the City Engineer with the request that he furnish an estimate 
at the next meeting of the cost of performing the wor~ as above n
qUElsted. Counoilman Gilbert seaonded the motion, whioh was carrie4 
unanimously. 

A communication was read from John H. stroh, Chief of Police, 
in connection with a petition read at the last meeting requesting 
removal of the boulevard stop sign at 220th street and Arl1ngton 
Avenu". Chief Stroh advised in his communioation that, after 
checking the petition, he had found that it contained signatures 
of very few people who are parents of children attending Torranes 
schools, and that, as a matter of fact, most of the signers to the 
petition reside in Lomita, San Pedro, Wilmington and. Redondo Beach. 
Chief Stroh stated that this interseotion is used continually by 
children going to and from school, and. that, even during the summer 
months, the school grounds are used by the ch11dren, during which 
months there is no guard on duty. Even while there is a guard on 
duty, he said, it very often happens that the cars refuse to stop 
and let children oross the street, although the guard signals tor 
them to stop. He said this is a busy street upon which traffic 
moves fast, and that he would not personally assume any respons1-
bil1ty for a child being injured if the sign were to be removed. 
He called attention to the f'act that a recent report from the U. S. 
Traffic Bureau indicates that there have been a staggering number 
ot adults and children killed at intersections by failure of drivers 
to give right of way to pedestrians. There:rore, in view of all 
these facts, he recommended that the present boulevard stop sign at 
the intersection of 220th Street and Arlington Avenue be left in 
place. 

Councilman Powell moved that the City Council aocept the 
recommendation of Chief Stroh that the stop sign not be removed. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unani
mously. 

Councilman Powell corroborated Chief Stroh's contention that 
this .intersection is used constantly by children going to and from 
school all year round. 

A communication was read from John H. Stroh, Chief of Police, 
calling attention to the fact that facilities for parking in the 
City of Torrance have become a seri oua problem in the business 
di~trict and are steadily grow:ing wor se. He suggested that the 
Council make a study of the parking eonQitions and either make 
available vacant lots :ror parking, or approve the installation 
o~ park~ng meters. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that this matter be referred to the 
entire City Council for study. Counoilman Gilbert seconded the 
motion, whioh was oarri~d unanimously. 

A petition, bearing 26 signatures, was read, peti tioning the 
Ci ty Council to e sta bl1,sh and install sidewalks and street ourbings 
on the we st side of Fern Avenue from Torrance Boulevard .to Carson 
Street. 

Councilman Gilbert stated that the petition oircula tor had. 
obtained signatures of property owners on both sides of the street, 
and requested that the clause "the west side of" be deleted from 
the.pe:tition in order to inolude both sides of the street in the 
re~uest for this improvement. . 

Counoilman Gilbert.moved that this request be referred to the 
C1ty Engineer for report to the City Counoil as to estimated cost 
of oomplying with the request. Counoilman Hitohcook seconded the 
motlon, which was oarried unan1mously. 

Councllman Powell moved that, due to lncreased work in the 
City Court, the salary of the C1ty Judge be adjusted to oonform 
wi th the salary paid to the Oi ty Attorney, effeotive April 1, 1946. 
Counoilman Hitchcook seconded the motion, whioh was oarried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: Oucc1 •. 
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A communication from Glenn M. Ja1n, City Engineer, was read 
by Councilman Hitchcock, adVising that, at a meeting held with 
representatives of the Los Angeles City Engineer's Office, it was 
decided to have a title search made for each parcel of land. required 
for addi t10nal ,rights-of-way for Western Avenue. 

It was the recommendation of Mr. Jain that, inasmuch as Los 
Angeles can do this lDrk tor less per parcel than can the Title. 
Company, the City of Los Angeles be authorized to make the t1tle 
searches and b1l1 the City o·f Torranoe for the co st. It was further 
recommended that the Council appropriate not to exceed ,1,000.00 
for this work, there being approximately fifty parcels to be seoured. 

Councilman Hi t.ohcock moved that an appropriat1on of not to exceed 
$1,000.00 be made for this work in accordance with Engineer Jain t s 
recommendation. Councilman Gilbert seoonded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Gilbert, 
Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: CUcci. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Clerk be requested to 
furnish to the City Engineer and water SUperintendent excerpteof the 
Council Meetings where any and all actions have been taken, or re
quests for same have been made, regarding the forming of Water 
Distriots 1n the Walteria Area, the North Torranoe and Hollywood 
Riviera Distriot; also that these two offices be furnished copies 
of all reports and maps furnished by the Consulting Engineers (Taylor 
& Taylor) regarding same, so that the Offices of the City Engineer 
and Water Superintendent may be·fully advised as to all actions 
taken by the City Council to date; also that these two affices be 
furnished exoerpts fran any further meetings of the Couno11 regard
ing the water districts mentioned, that these offices may kee~ an 
up to date file on samej also that the Council go on record that 
any.furtherrequests or communications regarding the water distriots 
will be presented to either or both of these offices for recommend
ation before any action is taken by the Counoil; and also that a 
copy of this aotion be sent to the Consulting Engineers. Counoil
man Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that an appropriation of 11,000.00 
be made for construction of publio rest rooms at the Fern Avenue 
Playground. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call. vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Gilbert, Hitohcook, Powell a.nd Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEH: Cucci. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that an appropriatio-n of '300.00 
be made for 572 teet 2- pipe, 882 :reet 1- pip., and necessary 
fittings for the installation of the sprinkl~ng system in the 
soft ball park at the Fern Avenue playground. Councilman 
Hitchcook seconded the motion, which was carried by the tollow
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: Cucci. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Chiet Stroh advised that the new taxicab ordinance has just 
gone into eftect, and that applications had been filed by: J ••• 
Alford, six taxicabs; Charles T. Berry,. one taxioab; Marie Frohman, 
four taxicabs; and Sam LaGrasso, one taxicab. He stated that it 
1s necessary at this time for the Council to approve the rates 1Illich 
have been filed in accordanoe with the. ordinance. 

A short disoussion ensued. at this point as to what is requirad 
of the Council according to the ordinance, Attorney McCall stating 
that, although the ney ordinance e_powers the Council to establish 
rates, it is not necessary for the Council to do so as long as matters 
are running smoothly. Honver, he said, it is necessary for applicants 
to file a schedule of rates at the time they make application for 
taxicab permits. . 

Counoilman Powell _oved that the matter be reterred to the City 
Attorney for recommendation at the next regular meeting., Councilman 
Gilbert seoonded the mot10n, wh1ch was carried unanimously. 
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Chief stroh reported that, in connection with the contract the 
Ci ty has with stone and Myers for ambulance service, he und'erstands 
that Stone and Myers have sold their ambulance to a Mr. SUllivan, 
and suggested that the oontract be assigned to Mr. sullivan for 
ambulance serv1,08. . 

Clerk Bartlett stated that a letter was handed to him during 
oral communications relative to this subject, and proceeded to 
read a communication from Stone and Myers, advising that, effective 
April 1, 1946, stone and Myers wish to cancel the oontract between 
that firm and the City of Torranoe for ambulanoe servioe. It was 
advised that their ambulance has been sold to Mr. Arthur C. Sullivan, 
1880 west carson street, and suggested that the oontract be given 
to Mr. Sullivan on the same basis as Stone and Myers operated, the 
contract being due to expire June 30, 1946. 

Attorney MoCall advised that the old contract between the City 
and Stone and Myers cannot be assigned, but that a new contraot may 
be drawn up between the City and Mr. SUllivan. 

Councilman Hitchcook moved that the matter be referred to 
Attorney Mccall, and that he be authorized to prepare a oontract 
between the City of Torrance and Mr. Arthur C. SUllivan, 1880 West 
Carson street, for ambulance service, terms to be the same as terms 
in the contract with Stone and Myers. Counoilman Gilbert seconded 
the motion, which was oarr~ed unanimously. 

Chief Stroh brought up the subject of emergency hospital treat
ment, which subject has been under discussion for some time in the 
past, since the hospital is dissatisfied with the present arrangement 
due to the faot that there are numerous times when there is no doctor 
to administer treatment to the emergency oases which are brought 
into the hospital. Chief Stroh reported that Doctor Laughon and 
Doctor Cook have signified their willingness to treat emergency cases 
for a minimum rate of $5.00 per call. He said they would 11ke to 
do this on a trial basis to see whether or not they can continue to 
do so, based upon the amount of time the doctors have to devote to 
this work. He said they do not partioularly require a contract, 
but have simply agreed to treat emergenoy oases whioh are brought 
into the Torrance Hospital, whioh, he said, will solve the problem 
whioh has been confronting the hospital of there being no doctors 
available to treat the' cases when they' are brought in by order of II 
the Polioe Department. He reoommended that the Council take action 
to authorize Doctors Laughon and Cook to treat emergency patients 
on the basis above-mentioned. He said the hospital has expressed 
Willingness, in recent oonferenoes he has had with the Superinten
dent, to aooept the cases, on the basis of the present contraot, 
but does not want the responsibility of oalling on dootors to ad
minister to the patients. 

Mayor Tolson stated he had recently oonferred with one of the 
members of the Board of Directors of the Torranoe Hospital, who had 
expressed the opinion that the arrangement mentioned by Chief stroh 
should work out very satisfactorily. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Doctors Laughon and Cook be 
designated as Doctors whioh the Polioe Department may oall upon for 
treatment of emergency hospital cases where the patients are taken 
to the Torrance Hospital by order of the Police Department, a 
minimum rate of $5.00 per call to be paid, this arrangement to 
continue for a period of time on this basis in order that the two 
dootors may determine, from experienoe with these cases in the 
matter of time and effort involved, whether or not they oan oon
tinue the service. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which 
was carr1ed by the follOwing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN:" Cucci. 

Councilman H1tchcock moved all b111s properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was oarried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: Cucci. 
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Olerk Bartlett reported that the next regular meeting of the 
City Council will b·e held April 9, 1940, El.ection Night. 

At 8:20 P.M." upon motion of Oouncilman Hi tchoock, seconded 
by Counoilman Powell, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

MINUT~S OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNOIL OF 
THE OITY OF TORRANCE 

a7~ OITY OLERK~CITOFTORRANE 

Torrance, California 
April 9, 1940 

~he Oity Counoil of the City of Torranoe oonvened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Counoil Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, California, on 
Tuesday, April 9, 1946 at 7:45 PJM. 

Mayor Tolson oalledthe me~ting to ord~r. 

C~erk Bartlett oalled the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Powell and Tolson. Absent: Counoilmen: CU091. 
Gilbert and Hitchcook, 

Mayor Tolson deolared the meeting adjourned for lack of a 
quorum to Wednesday, April 10, 1946,7:45 P.M., for the purpose 
of canvassing absentee ballots for the April 9 .. 1946 General 
Municipal Election, and for the purpose of conducting any other 
business which may come bef'are the Ooun!lil. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE OITY OOUNOIL . 
OF THR OITY OF TORRANOE 

Torranoe, California 
April 19 J 1940 

The Oity Counoil of' the Oity of' Torrance convened in an Ad
journed Regular Meeting in the Oounoil Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, 
California. on Wednesday, April 10, 1940 at 7:45 P.M. . . 

Ma.yor Tolson oalled the meeting to order. 
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